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Tobacco and Cannabis

Tobacco Cannabis

Legal status legal In most countries illegal

Annual harvest 7.5 Mio. tons leaf tobacco 13,000 – 66,000 tons
(no reliable data)

Substance
Nicotine

can be absorbed by skin
huge quantities

THC
can be absorbed by skin

small quantities

Cultivation Monoculture, outdoor growing Monoculture, 
indoor & outdoor growing

Industry Highly consolidated industry Early stage industry,
e.g. Colorado, USA

Organised crime Cigarette smuggling Cultivation and trade



  

Cannabis Trade Routes

Marijuana and Hashish trade routes from an US perspective
Source: Drug Enforcement and Administration Museum (DEAM), Arlington, Virgina, USA



  

Cannabis Cultivation

Cannabis monoculture impacts the environment by use of pesticides and chemical fertilizers.
Source: DEAM.



  

Sustainable Development Goals

Unfairtobacco.org supports the Sustainable Development Goals.
Source: http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/news/communications-material/ 



  

SDG 3 - Health

Goal 3:
Ensure healthy lifes for all at all ages

Goal 3.4: 
By 2030, reduce by one third 
premature mortality from 
non-communicable diseases (NCDs)

Goal 3.a:
Strengthen the implementation of
the WHO Framework Convention on Tobacco Control 

http://www.who.int/fctc/en/


  

Tobacco and the SDGs

https://www.unfairtobacco.org/wp-content/uploads/tobacco_antisocial_web.pdf


  

Tobacco cultivation

 one of the world's leading non-food crops

 grown in more than 120 countries 

 using 4.3 billion ha of arable land

 annual leaf production 7.5 million tons

 90% of worldwide traded tobacco is grown in the Global South

 majority of tobacco farmers are smallholder farmers

 growing tobacco is labour intensive



  

Tobacco and Poverty

Tobacco farmer bundling tobacco leaf for drying in Malawi (2009).
Source: Laura Graen

https://www.unfairtobacco.org/wp-content/uploads/sdg-facts01_en.pdf


  

Tobacco and Hunger

https://www.unfairtobacco.org/wp-content/uploads/sdg-facts01_en.pdf


  

Tobacco cultivation & people

Young girl carrying dried leaf tobacco through a tobacco field in Blantyre, Malawi (2014).
Source: ILO Blog Dot Org

https://www.unfairtobacco.org/en/in-jeder-zigarette-ein-stuck-kinderarbeit/


  

Tobacco cultivation & environment

Fuel wood in front of a tobacco barn for Virginia tobacco in Bangladesh (2010).
Source: Work for a Better Bangladesh Trust

https://www.unfairtobacco.org/en/themen/umwelt/


  

Tobacco and the SDGs

Tobacco is antisocial, unfair and harmful to the environment

https://www.unfairtobacco.org/wp-content/uploads/tobacco_antisocial_web.pdf


  

WHO FCTC

Binding health treaty signed by 180 Parties

Holistic Approach of Tobacco Control

→ Regulation of the tobacco industry

→ Protection of public health

→ Protection of environment and workers

→ Support for alternative livelihoods to tobacco

SDG 3.a: Strengthen Implementation of the WHO FCTC

http://www.who.int/fctc/en/


  

Alternative livelihoods to tobacco

Reguinald Melcher on his vegetable field in in Santa Catarina, Brazil (2012).
Source: Fernando Angioletto, CEPAGRO (SC), Brazil

https://www.unfairtobacco.org/alternatives-map

https://www.unfairtobacco.org/alternatives-map


  

What we do: Youth Education

Exhibition at OSZ Recht (secondary school for legal professions) in Berlin (2010).

https://www.unfairtobacco.org/en/bildungsangebote/big-tobacco-ausstellung/


  

What we do: Awareness Raising

The website of Unfairtobacco.org provides information and actions to be taken.

https://www.unfairtobacco.org/en


  

What we do: Awareness Raising

Unfairtobacco.org informs journalists about tobacco growing for their research (2016).
Source: http://www.fluter.de/multimedia-report-aus-malawi

http://www.fluter.de/multimedia-report-aus-malawi


  

What we do: Advocacy (I)

The German development agency GIZ has started a program to support farmers switching away 
from tobacco (2016).
Source: GIZ



  

What we do: Advocacy (II)

The EU report on the New Alliance for Food Security and Nutrition mentions tobacco growing in 
Malawi as a concern to food security (2016).
Source: EU

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=TA&reference=P8-TA-2016-0247&language=EN


  

What you can do
Incorporate development issues into educational programmes
→ Ecological effects of tobacco cultivation
→ Poverty, hunger and child labour
→ Corporate power exploiting people and the planet

Ask about tobacco & development
→ Where do Swedish tobacco companies get their tobacco from?
→ Which relation has the Swedish government to these countries?
→ Does Sweden spend development money in these countries?
→ Are key actors in Swedish development work aware of tobacco issues?

Use the 2030-Agenda for Sustainable Development
→ Contact development organisations working in tobacco growing countries
→ Take a holistic approach to tobacco control
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Thank you for your attention!
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